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Multi-Summer Reading and Mathematics Test Results
2008-2011 
Reported by Metis Associates, November 2011

Executive Summary

Classroom, Inc. (CI) has long sought to understand the outcomes of our work with students, and wherever appropriate, works with our partner schools to collect pre/post-program standardized test data as evidence of those outcomes.  To assess student performance in reading and mathematics, teachers implementing CI’s program during the past four summers (2008-2011) administered a reading assessment – the Reading-Level Indicator (RLI) – and/or a math assessment – the Math-Level Indicator (MLI) – before and after students used the program.  These assessments were developed by the American Guidance Service, Inc. (AGS) and have been documented to be valid and reliable measures of students’ reading and math skills, when used for program evaluation.  The study analyzed matched pre- and post-test results for students using CI in four cities: Chicago, New York City, Newark, and Memphis.

From 2008 through 2011, CI contracted with Metis Associates, an independent research and evaluation firm, to examine the reading and math performance of students in multiple urban districts using CI for summer programming.  For this report, Metis combined data across four summers into a comprehensive dataset for students who took the RLI (N=2,398) and students who took the MLI (N=1,818).  

Reading Results

Research over several decades has found that students from low-income areas typically experience a summer learning loss in reading of two months.  This study found that CI summer students not only showed no learning loss, they demonstrated statistically significant gains in reading after just four to five weeks.  Overall, CI students gained three months in reading.  Metis found improvement in reading in each of the four summers, with statistically significant gains each year from 2009 through 2011.  As shown in Figure 1, CI students demonstrated higher instructional reading levels on the posttest than on the pretest in grades 5, 6, 8, and 9. 

Figure 1
Summers 2008-2011 Combined Analyses: Reading-Level Indicator Test Results 
Changes in Instructional Reading Levels by Grade Level[image: ]

Mathematics Results

Research has long documented even more pronounced summer learning losses in mathematics.  CI students had a different experience.  The overall results for CI students in summers 2008 through 2011 revealed statistically significant gains in math.  Students, overall, gained seven months in math.  Metis found improvement in CI students’ math performance for each of the last four summers (2008-2011), with statistically significant gains in mathematics performance in three years (2008-2010) over the four to five weeks Classroom, Inc. program.  As indicated in Figure 2, CI students showed gains ranging from one month to over a year.  

Figure 2
Summers 2008-2011 Combined Analyses: Math-Level Indicator Test Results
Changes in Grade Equivalents by Grade Level
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Conclusions

The results of the combined summer 2008-2011 analyses revealed that urban students who used the CI summer program of four to five weeks overall demonstrated statistically significant gains in reading and mathematics–across cities, years, and grade levels.  This is especially noteworthy as research in summer learning has shown that low-income students typically experience a performance loss during the summer, thought to contribute to a wider achievement gap between students of lower and higher socioeconomic backgrounds.  
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